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• Most participants believe that racism is everywhere 
and a very significant problem in society

• Many can identify racism in schools, the media, and in 
other sectors of society 

• There is a need for adequate community 
programming in to:

1. help alleviate the effects of racism 
2. help youth navigate racism as well as 

find their voice and engage in more 
activism.

Conclusion & Implications
Community Engagement
Our goal is to disseminate the knowledge we gained 
and make sociopolitcal development and critical 
consciousness research, that’s about Black youth, 
available to Black youth and their broader communities.

• We read and outlined foundational and relevant texts 
to build our consciousness around racially significant 
topics

• Created social media accounts for the projects and 
produced infographics and videos related to the 
research themes and topics

• Hope to continue to build the Black Consciousness 
Study Group with an archive of article outlines and 
social media posts

• Partnered with community organizations to formulate 
interview questions and to share final findings

Methodology
Black Consciousness Study Group

We are conducting two, 60-minute, semi-
structured interviews with Black youth (ages 13-
17) in Philadelphia where we discuss:
1. Beliefs about racism and racial justice
2. Actions they take to contest racism 

• We analyzed theoretical and empirical 
papers related to sociopolitical 
development and critical consciousness
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Research Objectives
1. Identify how consciousness has been 

conceptualized and examined
2. Examine the characteristics of Black youth's 

consciousness and action to contest racism
3. Identify what sources shape Black youth's 

consciousness and action

• Black youth are growing up in a time characterized 
by a heightened visibility to white supremacy 
and structural racism3,5 

• A recent study suggests that Black youth 
experience discrimination up to 5 times a day2

• Racism has adverse effects on the wellbeing and 
life trajectory of Black youth1,4

Background

Preliminary Qualitative Findings 

• Pervasive across multiple domains in society
• Unfair judgement and treatment based on race

Perceptions of Racism

• Community shapes understandings of racism (e.g., family, 
friends, and teachers)

• Vicarious experiences of racism

What Shapes Perceptions

• Racism is a source of anger, frustration, and stress
• Personal and vicarious experiences serve as motivation 

for actions towards racial justice

Effects of Racism

Preliminary analysis of first few interviews 
revealed the following themes:
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Our analysis of literature identified the 
following themes in the characterization of 
consciousness:

Black Consciousness Study 
Group  Findings

AWARNESS
Knowledge of injustice and 

intersecting systems that shape 
power

SOCIAL ROLE
Identification of role in social 

transformation and promotion of 
justice 

IDENTITY
Cultivation of individual and 

collective identity grounded in 
historical and contemporary 

awareness 

Sociopolitical Development à “the process by which individuals acquire the 
knowledge,,analytical skills, emotional faculties, and the capacity for action 
in political and social systems necessary to interpret and resist oppression.” 
(Watts, 1999)
Critical Consciousness à “a sociopolitical  version of critical thinking, in 
enhancing an awareness of sociopolitical as well as personal forces that 
influence behavior (Watts, 2003)
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