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• The poster is supposed to be a snapshot of months (or years) worth of 
research, data collection, analysis, etc. Don’t try to put every detail on 
one page!

• Pull out the main components of research, including charts, images, 
slides, graphs or whatever it is you need to really get the main point(s) 
across to the reader.

• Cramming the poster full of text does 2 things:

1- Makes people skip over your hard work

2- Slows down the ability for those engaged in 
your work to access the main points, and 
understand the research quickly

• USING ONLY CAPITAL LETTERS MAKES READING DIFFICULT

• High contrasting colors are better and easier to follow

• Consistency in Font, text size for headings, body, captions, etc.

• Stick with a non-serif based fonts (i.e. Arial)

• Organize information moving from top to bottom,  across the columns 
in your poster. Character Development for Poldergeist

Process and Interviews

People

•We met with Dutch individuals working on both the design of the water management 
systems and those who work on the communication of adaptation solutions. We 
received feedback on video progress and were given first-hand insight into the Dutch 
situation and advice on how to successfully communicate in our videos. 

Video Process
• From the initial plan to make an educational video on the Dutch situation 

we developed the persona of “Poldergeist” as a medium to 
communicate issues related to the Netherlands. 

Fluorescent Colors

Before Coming In

Basic Print Tips

• Be aware that fluorescent colors will print darker than they seem in 
your document.

• If you really need an image to stand out, avoid fluorescent colors (Dark 
Blue, Dark Purple on Black) because the details may not
show up as you need them to appear.

• Schedule an appointment online with us at:

• Make sure your appointment is scheduled with enough time ahead of 
your deadline!

• Bring your method of payment; we accept VISA, Mastercard, 
PennCash, Departmental Copy Cards and Departmental Account 
Numbers.

***We DO NOT accept cash.***

• Don’t forget your poster! Bring a backup method as well in case your file 
will not open (USB, CD, External Hard Drives, email to yourself, etc.)

• Most Importantly!!!
Be aware that as this time, we do NOT offer any sort of
design services for your poster. Come prepared with   
the document you wish to print, we are glad to help  
with any minor details 

http://www.library.upenn.edu/forms/biomed/posterprinting.html

• Check, check, check! to make sure you have caught all errors, typos, 
formatting issues, stray lines/objects/text, etc. in your document 
BEFORE coming to your appointment. It will save you time (and a 
headache) !

• Try to use colors, font and text sizes that allow the reader to easily move 
through the work. This, for example: 

DoEs nOt WoRk

DOES NOT WORK

•Marjolijn Haasnoot
Marijolijn is an environmental scientist who created the Del Tares 
images that outline possible solutions to sea-level rise. She 
explained her Dynamic Adaptive Policy Pathways approach, a 
water management system that flexibly responds to changes in 
the environment and gave us a look into the current work climate 
change scientists are working on. 

•Maarten Verkek
Maarten is a climate adaptation advisor. He is an expert in 
water management and has been working with Professor 
Richter on the design of a Dutch-German Transboundary 

Region as a response to rising sea levels. 

•Patrick Nederkoorn
Patrick is a stand-up comedian who is currently working
on a routine related to the Dutch response to climate
change and possible adaptation solutions. He gave 
insight into how to connect with audiences and the 
Dutch public’s reaction to water management related 
discussion. 

• For our first video, we decided to discuss the widespread uncertainty 
around the exact amount of the Netherlands that was below sea level, 
designing a visually comprehensive representation of the country.  

Initial “Bathtub” Metaphor Early version of “Swimming Pool” Metaphor

Illustration of one of Netherland’s 
most iconic storm surge barriers

Video’s Purpose
• Establish an Explainer Video Series

• Present reliable information on a PRESSING ISSUE in 
video format

• First Video: How Much of the Netherlands is Under Sea 
Level?

• Potential Future Videos
• Graphic Representation of Research
• Features of Professionals in the Field

• Introduce a Unique Perspective
• Poldergeist is the alter-ego of Professor Simon 

Richter
• An informed outsider on the complex situation in 

the Netherlands
• Communicates with many professionals and gives 

talks on this issue
• Positive reception to interesting takes made from 

foreigner about other country

• Make Information More Accessible
• Increased audience

• Video to be released on Youtube
• Audio in English
• Closed Captions in Dutch

• Bright color palette in a graphic style
• Videos aim to be at or less than 5 min

Transition image to introduce 
theories of the Dutch reaction to sea 
level rise

Professor Simon Richter Professor Simon Richter’s alter-ego, Poldergeist

Illustration of visual metaphor of how much 
of the Netherlands is under sea level

Research Advisor: Simon Richter

Preparation
Overall Goal: To create animated videos to inform both the Dutch public 
and the public at large about the difficult the impact of accelerated sea 
level rise on the Netherlands and to contribute to the public debate about 
the best adaptive approach. 

How do you create an animated video critiquing the very thing someone is 
famous for?

You get to know them first.

To put ourselves in the appropriate mindset to start the video we had to 
familiarize ourselves with the Dutch Climate situation. What are the 
climate related issues that the Dutch are currently facing? How does the 
Dutch government perceive and address these issues? How involved in 
the climate conversation are the Dutch public?

Our team:

1. Got to know our research advisor by understanding his perspective on the Dutch 
Climate situation, especially as an outsider looking in. Furthermore, our team 
familiarized ourselves with Professor Richter’s lectures and proposals surrounding 
Dutch Climate Futures.

2. Read three main articles that set the stage for our understanding of the Dutch 
climate situation. They are: 

•Haasnoot, Marjolijn, et al. “Adaptation to uncertain sea-level rise; how uncertainty 
in Antarctic mass-loss impacts the coastal adaptation strategy of the Netherlands.” 
Environmental Research Letters.
Blurb: Uncertainties in sea level rise makes coastal adaptation difficult for the 
Dutch government. The uncertainties stem from possible ice mass loss from the 
Antarctica. 

•Oomen, Jeroen, et. al. “Techniques of futuring: On how imagined futures become 
socially performative.” European Journal of Social Theory. 
Blurb: This article discusses the social processes and practices that allow 
imagined futures to become socially performative.

•Haasnoot, Marjolijn, et al. “Dynamic Adaptive Policy Pathways (DAPP)” 
Blurb: This article explains Dynamic Adaptive Policy Pathways (DAPP), which, in 
short, is an adaptive planning approach that allows for flexibility in decision making 
through multiple future options and alternative pathways.

3. Studied a variety of animated videos from YouTube channels such as “Ted-Ed” and 
“Kurzgesagt - In a Nutshell” to identify the main characteristics of an effective 
explainer (animated) video.

4. Examined an image created by the Deltares Institute (a Dutch government 
organization) illustrating four approaches for the Dutch to respond to accelerated 
sea level rise. The image was also used as an inspiration for our video.


