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A drawing of  the Atlantic Refinery’s Lewis stills in the 

north yard to process crude oil into gasoline.

Source: Atlantic Refining Company, The Story of  Gasoline, 1930, (Philadelphia, 

Hagley Museum and Library), https://hsp.org/blogs/fondly-

pennsylvania/abundance-dependence-and-trauma-philadelphia%E2%80%99s-

point-breeze-petroleum.

A detailed depiction of  an Atlantic Refinery explosion from 

1901, revealing the layout of  the refinery.

Source: “Great Fire Under Control- Two Big Explosions.” The Philadelphia Inquirer, 22 

August 1901, p. 9.

A Philadelphia Times article from 1887 highlighting one 
of the biggest labor strikes in Atlantic Oil Refinery history 

(later absorbed by the Standard Oil Company).

Source: “Nearly a Thousand Out: Strike in All Departments of the Atlantic Oil 
Refinery.” The Philadelphia Times, 25 June 1887, p. 1.

A Philadelphia Times article from 1879 recalling a series 

of  recurring fires causing multiple oil tanks to explode 

and destroy the riverfront.

Source: “The Point Breeze Fire.” The Philadelphia Times, 15 June 1879, p. 5.

A Philadelphia Inquirer article from 1901 

detailing the City Council’s committee on 

commerce, navigation, and finance inspection 

of  the Delaware and Schuylkill rivers to 

determine the feasibility of  deepening harbor 

channels.

Source: “Committees Take Trip on Rivers.” The Philadelphia Times, 

23 May 1901, p. 1.

Located in Point Breeze, 
South Philadelphia, on the lower 

Schuylkill River, the Atlantic Refining 
Company was long a major economic 
player in the mid-Atlantic region and 

beyond. In the year 1891 after opening 
in 1866, the 360-acre site produced nearly 
50% of the world’s refined petroleum and 
35% of U.S. petroleum exports. These rosy 
economic facts concealed darker social and 

environmental conditions. Behind the 
scenes, laborers working in the intense 

heat of the refinery petitioned for the right 
to use company water to cool themselves 

off. Workplace widows such as Mary 
Carberry and Elizabeth Sides 

sought justice for their husbands. In 
addition to dangerous on-site working 

conditions, the Atlantic Refinery 
degraded the environmental quality of the 

city just to the north. The refinery was 
responsible for acid pools, contaminated 

river water, and poor air quality. Based on 
an analysis of the company's first 50 years, 

the Atlantic Refinery combined 
innovation, efficiency, and expansion 

alongside hazard, injury, death, 
and pollution.




