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At the onset of the German Occupation of France in June 1940, the Jewish University of Pennsylvania, Department of French and Francophone Studies

population in metropolitan France was composed of approximately 330,000
individuals. Two distinct groups comprised this population; 200,000 individuals
were French citizens, while the remaining 130,000 were foreigners fleeing
their home countries. These foreigners immigrated mainly from Russia,
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Law stipulating that "no one Aryanization Law passed by
can be employed in the State Law restricting the medical La rafle du Billet Vert - First Vichy government —

Romania, Poland, and the Mediterranean coastal states in the earlier waves of
immigration, and from Germany, Austria, and Czechoslovakia in the later [ nnactonfiecrse  polsorioponect  ltlaworesttaction jomdupnial s s e
immigration waves. Of the 200,000 Jews holding French citizenship, half had 2 French faners T priorto 1927, Doy, education) and macia Roland transitcamps, e v
been residing in France for multiple generations, and were classified as les
Israélites. The other half included naturalized immigrants and their native-born
children.

Under the collaboration of France’s Vichy government with the Nazi regime
during World War |l, it is estimated that 75,721 Jews were deported from
France. Approximately 11,000 were children, 2,000 of whom were less than 6
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August 16, 1940 October 3, 1940 May 14, 1941

Sept. 27, 1940 April 1941

Law revising naturalizations Census and affixing of Opening of Pithiviers and 2t} Lt @i 0 BRI Gl et - Cprusion @i ins 5t ey

obtained since 1927: out of "Jewish business" signs on Beaune-la-Rolande (French izl IR, UL ERLES G 25 e T2
195,000 naturalizations, storefronts, as well as transit camps), situated 76 liberal professions (lawyers, architects, engineers, etc.) | . —————
15,000 people (7.7%) lost SRErETET G [ km and 104 km from Paris, and 3% for university teaching. A decree passed in July % : Bs départements

years old. Only 2,564 individuals, or 3% of deportees from France, survived
the war and returned from the camps. Although France represents one of e e e I ey 1941 also excluded Jews from commercialor ndust-ia
countries with the highest survival rates of Jews during the Holocaust, it is B Ctm B e Ea;ﬁ;fgz{it’:;f;;?,,?sﬁ‘;’j:;ﬁfﬂ,ﬂ’{:jﬂE,'}if;ififirf;ch
nonetheless important to remember the lives of the individuals who were y

deported to concentration camps and murdered as a direct result of the
collaboration of France’s Vichy government with the Nazi regime.

Following the liberation of the camps, French deportees returning “home”
were subjected to harsh realities in numerous regards. Upon their return, many
Jews discovered that their apartments, businesses, and possessions had been
expropriated by the Nazis or sold to non-Jewish French civilians. Not only were
the deportees forced to grapple with the immense psychological trauma
resulting from their grueling experiences in the camps and the loss of their
loved ones, but in addition, many of them were now left with no choice other e N
than to rebuild their lives from the ground up, with absolutely nothing in hand. e e el ohiiconera e anisimmane e Zone” inthe south of

arrondissement in Paris. zone to wear the Star of to the public.... Jews may not enter or France.

The Holocaust survivors’ ability to reconstruct their lives under such David on their clothing in S 0 E IR oS, (]

stores and craft stores, or have their
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La Rafle des des Notables - Vel d’Hiv Roundup — largest roundup
Roundup of 743 notable of French Jews from Paris — during
“Israélites” - Jews who had which 13,152 individuals, among
resided in France for whom were 4,115 children and 5,919
Opening of the Drancy generations — including The SS authorities are women, were arrested and sent to Vel Law requiring Jews to have
internment camp, situated doctors, lawyers, engineers, charged with searching and d’Hiv before being deported, the the label “Jew” affixed to
just 11 km north of Paris. businessmen, intellectuals arresting all Jews. majority of whom to Auschwitz.
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their identity cards.
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August 1941 Dec. 12, 1941 July 16-17, 1942 Dec. 11, 1942

August 20, 1941 May 29, 1942 July 8, 1942
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purchases made by others, except

unimaginable circumstances serves as the ultimate representation of o i
determination and resilience in the face of adversity.
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-— PLUS DE 11000 ENFANTS FURENT DEPORTES
- DE FRANCE DE 1942 A 1944 ET ASSASSINES A

It was only in 1995 that French President Jacques Chirac acknowledged France’s responsibility in PARVIS : , , :
8l | | AUSCHWITZ PARCE QU’ILS ETAIENT NES JUIFS.
DES

the deportation of Jews to concentration camps during the Holocaust. e - ; &
According to a study conducted by the Claims Conference in 2020, 25% of French adults aged 18- siini— — e — 260 ENFANTS 3 ;IA[SSDLEE 5&&5;5?&2%%&5&%5;

39 surveyed had never seen or heard the word Shoah (Holocaust). S - T '|" = T T . EL‘EVESPEL’éﬁ:iﬁiz::::gﬁszaegsmm-eeavms e i S
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that 6 million Jews were murdered in the Holocaust. , , 5 1 , % & —
Antisemitic acts have been rising in France (and globall LES ACTES ANTISEMITES ONT AUGMENTE DE74% | [l e o R O e '4 g {
© (and g V) o ==\ fth @ ‘ M parler. En France c'était tres dur. » <35 ol AC kn OWI ed g me ni'S .
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The number of living Holocaust survivors is dwindling each
& & e Mo (Arlette Testyler, 8 septembre 2022) —

day. Now more than ever, it is critical that we shed light on e % o “It’s for them that I testify. So that we don’t forget them... those “No one wanted to hear us. No one ‘ ¥ Y, emea This research was funded by a University Scholars Summer Research Grant, sponsored by the the University of Pennsylvania’s Center for
the significance of first-person accounts of the Holocaust 5 . YR 3 who could have been here... who died... who were ; I e Undergraduate Research and Fellowships (CURF). Infinite thanks to my research advisor, Professor Mélanie Péron, for her unwavering

E wanted to listen to us speak. In - < oroi Dl wi - :
. . u ) 1| Sy | 1 - torship and support. This project would not have been possible without her continuous guidance. Last but not least, many thanks to
and ensure that they are being transmitted to future R Vg B ' A : ” 4 men '

y 8 : e 1 : ; ‘ | assassinated... all because they were Jewish. France it was very hard. - : . Arlette Testyler, a Holocaust survivor who welcomed me into her home this summer, allowed me to interview her, and kindly entrusted

generations, so that history does not repeatitself. IR N oy | § | (Arlette Testyler, September 8, 2022). (Arlette Testyler, September 8, 2022) o ket me with her personal narrative.
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