
Monuments and memorials to Confederate soldiers and
leaders began appearing in the United States shortly after
the Civil War ended. As historians have noted in previous
research, many of these monuments came in waves when
white supremacy was on the rise, especially during post-
reconstruction, Jim Crow, and the Civil Rights era. The
advocates and dissenters of the commemoration of
Confederate monuments have remained vocal throughout
history, continuing with each generation to our present day.

This project focused on the early Black voices discussing
these monuments, which have always been a point of
contention in both local and national political spheres. We
searched through over 150 Black owned or Black operated
newspapers for these opinions. We built a large collection of
perspectives, news reports, images, cartoons, and
advertisements from these historic newspapers. 
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Introduction Results
We sifted through four different archives: The Library of Congress, ProQuest,
Newspapers.com, and Digital NC. Our definition of monuments or memorials included
statues, plaques, sculptures, places named after Confederates, and the appearance of
the Confederate flag itself. Using keywords to assist our search, we carefully went
through each result and found the articles of interest. We compiled the articles into
categories of "editorials," "news," "images," "cartoons," and "other" according to the
newspaper the articles came from. Some archives had overlap in coverage of certain
newspapers and were given special attention to ensure no article missed our search. 

Olivia also found materials of interest at the Rubenstein Library at Duke University and
the Wilson Library at UNC-Chapel Hill. She visited these libraries and look through
physical materials which she created indexes for. She also made an index of digitized
addresses by white supremacist Julian Shakespeare Carr, accessed through UNC's
digitized collection. 
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We built a comprehensive archive of articles relating to
confederate monuments from historic Black perspectives. We
catalogued nearly 2,150 articles and discovered major themes in
Black discussion of the Confederate monuments when they were
originally erected. 
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Tampa Bay Times - September 3rd, 1973

"Scrutinizer" in The Chicago Defender - October 14th, 1916

The Chicago Defender - May 30th, 1914
Mattie Fagan in the New York Age - February 3rd, 1923

The Broad Ax - April 23, 1910


