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ABSTRACT RESULTS DISCUSSION

Environmental justice (EJ) education 1s severely lacking in Philadelphia high X Y P_value oot * Difficulties accessing high schoolers highlight roadblocks to researching younger
schools, meanwhile students express overwhelmingly negative feelings of worry NC Interest 6.69F-02 No generations. Research working with youth would require a longer timeline.
and helplessness about climate change.*® Engaging in pro-environmental 1K Interest 9 34F-08 Ves Survey:
behaviors (PEB), from recycling to taking climate classes to joining activist FIK PER 9 93F-06 Yes
groups, is one way to address negative effects of climate change and can be PTR NC 1.86E-O3 Vos * Significant positive correlations between PEB, EJK, NC, and Interest aligns with
encouraged through environmental education (EE).® As a pilot study to address PTR Tnterost 1'2 0F-03 YVos past literature, which suggests (1) students with higher NG are more likely to
these topics, this research asked: What has influenced undergraduate NC PER I.IQE-O?) Yes engage in PEB and (2) more EE can increase NC.
:E::::z; C::;e?iszﬁogl::fﬁ;:; Eoi?i::til::lwf:: ::;Z,gli);lgleiv: 11;1115; Table 1. P-value of correlation between cach survey * Significant positive correlations between Interest and both EJK and PEB suggest
: ) that improved EJ education can increase interest in EJ, which can increase PEB.
Fifty undergraduate students were surveyed on their nature connection, PEB, measured value P J | J o |
knowledge of EJ, and interest to learn more, and 5 students were interviewed. * Low RQ values (<0.5); could.be due to low sample size and simplification of
The significant positive relationships (p-value <0.05) between the measured EJK & PEB complicated measurements mn the survey.
values and the emp.hasi.s on community-based 1earr.1ing suggest that improved 8 . i . Interviews:
EE can encourage intrinsic values and PEB, allowing students, as our future 6 o . PN TLLL | | - o
generations) to address the Worsening environmental CriSiS. E 4 ® . Ve : e0®"® °:° | ° Varl()us faCtOrS 1nﬂuence Intrinsic Values, Wthh 1nﬂuence PEB & IHtCI‘CSt.
- , " ° 0.698 .+ 0799 * Informal education is the biggest source for EJ education.
° o y= X
BACKGROUND 0 R*=0.3533 * Emphasis on working with local environment/communities in education, which
0 , 4 5 3 can reinforce intrinsic values through closer connections.
Feelings EIK
Angry AﬂX'OUS Confused Energized Excited FFUStratEd
Grief Helpless Hopeful ice and snow Motivated NOStalgic Fig 2. Relationship between EJK & PEB. On average, CONCLUSIONS
Overwhelmed eoiuion SA Scared oo titie snow as EJK increases, PEB increases (p-value < 0.05) | N | |
Worried 1. Results suggesting positive relationships between EJK, Interest, PEB, & NC
Fig 1. Word cloud responses to “How are you sensing climate change?” and e align with past literature that improved EE can encourage interest and PEB.
“How do these changes make you feel?” 4 e . 2. Most interviewees were taught EJ through informal settings, highlighting the
5 Y friends  Media 5 5 55 HSHHSHELS
. . . o Formal need for more EE in formal education.
Philadelphia EJ education, which hasn’t been updated in 20 years, 1s lacking in education
(1) time spent, (2) anthropogenic emphasis, & (3) interdisciplinary EE.? Informal / | 3. Interviews highlight strong desires to work with local communities & focus on
education \ Raised local environmental 1ssues.
Intrinsic /nvironment

Increase intrinsic values, Encourage beliefs/values
Improved . motivation, and nature . PEB against Local / FUTURE WORK

connection climate 1ssues environment

(INC) & grief
envtronment Interest to * Re-frame PEB to emphasize a more collective action- & systemic-based study

METHODOLOGY Key:
EJ = environmental justice N N
PEB = pro-environmental PER learn
l. Survey 2. Interview behavior , REFERENCES
: ] Closer connection

* Determine correlation of measured values on a larger scale & for younger
generations (especially Philadelphia high school students).

Care for * Interview more students with more diverse perspectives/backgrounds.
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