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QUESTIONS/OBJECTIVES

. How much did Johnson orate on each piece of legislation, and what did he say in those
speeches?

. What audiences did Johnson direct his speeches to?
. Why did Johnson orate more on certain pieces of legislation compared to others?
. How controversial were the issues that these pieces of legislation focused on?

FINDINGS

Frequent speechmaking - two “Poverty Tours” across
multiple states, speeches to public, and speeches to
Congress

. Non-controversial nature of Bill- poverty aid could help
Economic everyone, rather than just advancing the status of a few;

- wasn’t viewed as taking away rights from anyone
Opportumty Political and social context - Johnson wanted to carry out

Act Of 1964 Kennedy’s legacy on civil rights but needed to have own
accomplishment for election of 1964

Minor racial objections but Civil Rights Act bore the brunt
of the racial objections

Infrequent speechmaking - few speeches to both Congress
and public; advocated to small groups/opinion leaders
and bargaining behind the scenes

o o . Controversial nature of Bill - racial divide in America,
C]V]l nghtS upcoming election and fear of losing support from

Act of 1964 Southern Democrats

Framing of legislation as inevitable next step in America’s
road towards progress; emphasis on moral value of
supporting Bill

Lyndon B. Johngon signing the Civil Rights Act of 1964.2 ,
Lt | = = Infrequent speechmaking - few speeches to both Congress

and public; most effort directed to behind the scenes

- - bargaining
VOt]ng nghtS Viewed as continuation of Civil Rights Act, which set the

Act of 1965 stage for passage of Voting Rights Act
Time factor - wanted to pass Bill quickly to alleviate

racial violence
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