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Introduction and Goal

—‘,-__d;-— The topic of Al broadly, and autonomous weapons systems (AWS) in particular, is quite complex. These fields must
{Ed!'r balance ethical and legal considerations with technological advancements. Beyond that, they also bring into focus
complex, and arguably tense, international dynamics. Establishing effective communication between those in the social
spheres and those in the technological spheres, two rather distinct fields, is necessary, but has historically been a
challenge. Fortunately, such interdisciplinary conversation has taken place more often, such as at CERL’s April
conference on autonomous weapon systems where technological experts could communicate directly to those who
influence policy.

In our paper, we aimed to mirror the interdisciplinary nature of the CERL conference, analyzing the issue from
multiple perspectives:

1. Scope and language

2. An analysis and critique of DoD Directive 3000.09

3. An AWS and animal legal analogy framework

4. Global governance and recommendations for the U.S. government

E&ﬁ Report and Advocacy on the Ethical and

Legal Dilemmas of Autonomous Weapons
Systems in War Technology Legal Global Governance

Our paper outlines specific There exists a clear liability gap when In our paper, we identify three main
characteristics of autonomous introducing AWS into war. AWS camps. First, groups seeking heavy
weabons svstems that can bring more themselves are arguably not moral regulations. Then, on the other extreme,
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